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On March 22, 2016 a Roundtable on maritime spatial planning was gathered.  About a 

100 participants from 7 countries of the Baltic Sea Region took part in this Roundtable. 12 

presentations on the legislative and practical examples of maritime spatial planning and 

environmental management of marine areas, the best available practices were heard.  Co-

moderators of the roundtable were: Nikolai Kuzmin (The State Duma of Russian Federation), 

Dr. Anita Mäkinen (HELCOM/VASAB WG on MSP), Andrei Lappo (Scientific and Research 

Institute of Aqua-Spatial Planning "Ermak North-West"). 

On the first session Roundtable was informed on the legal framework of the MSP in the 

European Union (Vanessa Ryan, WWF of Finland) and Russian Federation (Andrei Lappo, 

Ermak North-West), as well as presentations on Pan-Baltic policy in the field of MSP were made 

(Monika Stankiewicz, HELCOM and Jacek Zauha, VASAB). 

The second session was devoted to the examples of maritime spatial planning in the 

Baltic Sea region. On this topic there were made presentations of Russian participants: Oleg 

Korneev (Sevmorgeo), Alexei Knizhnikov (WWF of Russia), Thomas Andersson (Swedish 

Agency for Marine and Water Management). Further reports were presented on Data required 

for MSP - Laura Meski (HELCOM/VASAB Data Subgroup, problems of the integrated 

management of the maritime activity - Nikolay Plink (Hydrometeorological University) and 

Valentina Denisyuk (Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation),  the best available 

practicies - Vladimir Gerasimov (Lukoil) and problems encountered in the Neva Bay in the 

absence of integrated coastal zone management - Rosa Mikhailenko (Ministry of Construction of 

the Russian Federation). 

Participants of the round table 

believe that the Baltic Sea Days in St. Petersburg became an international platform for 

the regular exchange of views and the latest achievements in maritime spatial planning of the 

Baltic Sea Region (BSR), taking into account the state policy of the countries in the field of 

environmental protection and sustainable use of marine space of the Baltic Sea; 

noted the important role of international organizations in the Baltic Sea Region (BSR) - 

VASAB and HELCOM to strengthen cooperation of BSR countries to improve the 

environmental health and sustainable sharing of the Baltic Sea; 

realize that maritime spatial planning is a tool to balance human activities and the 

ecological status of marine waters, which is only possible with a single vision of the long-term 

prospects in the Baltic Sea region and the common political will; 

emphasize that at present we have a unique situation when EU countries are developing 

national legislation, fulfilling the EU MSP Framework Directive-2014 requirements and the 

Russian Federation is preparing the legal framework of maritime spatial planning and state 

marine management; 

take into account the significant contribution of the Russian-Finnish-Estonian program 

"Year of the Gulf of Finland - 2014", carried out at the initiative of Finland in 2013-2015 under 



the patronage of the Presidents of hole three countries in the study of the environmental status 

and implementation of the environmental situation monitoring in the Baltic Sea. 

recommend: 

• To the legislative bodies of the Baltic Sea countries: to coordinate efforts to ensure the 

harmonization of national legislations in the field of MSP. 

• BSR countries:  to make all the necessary efforts to implement the Roadmap for MSP 

adopted by the HELCOM and VASAB ministerial meetings in 2013-2014. The main objective 

for the next five years is to consider the implementation of a Joint Marine Plan of Baltic Sea to 

2020. To develop and strengthen the role of HELCOM, VASAB and joint Working Groups in 

international cooperation on the implementation of the MSP in the Baltic Sea region. 

• to pay a special attention, as part of the joint work, to the development of coordinated 

approaches to the implementation of MSP, including a common approach to the development of 

Databases for the MSP needs, information exchange, methods, resulting planning documents. 

• to pay attention to the need to develop methods of quantify ecosystem response on the 

planned technological impact on the marine environment, as well as relationship of maritime and 

territorial  spatial planning processes; 

• to continue to implement continuous monitoring of the environmental situation of the 

Baltic Sea and its shores, including the main rivers of the Baltic Sea drainage basin. To use the 

best available methods and practices in human activities planning on purpose to minimize or 

eliminate the negative impact on the environment.  

 


